2011 National Convention, Toronto

The national convention began with a Round Table meeting of the 11 provincial presidents; the Military Ordinariate is a separate council:

We discussed:

· The possibility of asking the parish council spiritual advisor to sign a letter stating whether a member is in good standing in the church before running for an office within the League.

· The possibility of asking members in positions of authority president, president-elect and treasurer to have a background check prior to running for office.
· Sharing communiqués between provincial chairpersons

· Regarding resolutions not passed at national, provincial president would be asked to be responsible for passing this resolution out at her fall meeting.

· If there is an updated computer doc file of the National Manual Policy & Procedure that could be downloaded rather than adding the sheets every 2 years after a policy review.  Kim answered that no complete file is available as they have the old document and in a separate file the new changes.

· If we can opt out of a paper copy of the League Magazine.  Kim says ‘yes’.

· One president suggested the role of the past-president be one of assisting the new president in the transition period.  I suggested that each chairperson and executive make a list of their duties as they work in  their 2 year term; pass this info with the other items from their standing committee or executive position.  A mentor system would be very helpful.

· Mary MacDonald brought up a change she would like to see in the Manual of P & P Development Fund form, regarding some participants receiving $.43 p/km after 60 km and others not receiving anything for travel. That is a difference of $51.60 for that receiving gas mileage.  She would like to see a straight payment for cost of gas for all. (with receipts).
The convention began on Sunday with the Resolutions Dialogue which is always a useful exercise.  This year our own capable Anne Marie Gorman was in charge and implemented a system where unless there was significant change to the resolution any suggested change would be viewed as a housekeeping change so the floor would not be swamped with minor changes.  The result was noticeable at the time of the presentations of the resolutions.

The opening Mass was a beautiful liturgical celebration and I was proud to carry the New Brunswick flag in the procession.  The guest speakers for Monday were Linnea Good ‘the contemporary musical voice of the emerging church in Canada known best as one of Canada’s foremost performers of music of faith for all-age audiences.  She helps individuals and churches express their souls through music, and Dr. Nancy Reeves a registered psychologist spiritual director, psychotherapist and best-selling author.  They did not disappoint.  Sister Sheila Fortune led us through the trials and tribulations of the people in Natuashish in northern Labrador when they were moved from a coastal location to an isolated outpost where the increase of suicide and incidence of drug, and alcohol abuse increased to an alarming rate.  She shared insights and her love of the people.
The national office staff produced for the first time a bulletin of each day’s activities.  A very worthwhile news resource, a short and to the point capsule of the day’s work.

The boat cruise of the Toronto harbor and dinner were excellent; the people who attended the dinner theatre gave glowing reviews.  Margaret Ann Jacobs did an amazing job in the spiritual reflections.  A bare flat globe was posted in the front of the assembled delegates.  One at a time a piece of the theme globe was put in place until after 4 additions the dove, the leaf, the cross completed our theme.  The other members read and processes around the room weaving in and among the delegates carrying battery operated candles (gone are the days of carrying a live flame).  
The Monday morning Mass was lead by Bishop Doug Crosby; he called us to ‘Think of the departed members who have come to convention year after year.  Bring them here in your love and memory’.  The collection of $1,830.10 was given to the St. Vincent de Paul Society.

We heard from the leaders of the other churches across Canada:  They are encountering many of the same problems as the CWL and also have a similar focus.  We are Sisters in Spirit.  WICC reported on the World Day of Prayer that many of you participate in the first Friday in March.  The collection exceeded $10,000 Canada wide.  
A brief overview of the provincial reports:

Alberta McKenzie – Sheila Houle reports an increase in membership for the 9th year in a row. They collect pennies for Africa and sent $41,900.32.  They are celebrating their 100th Anniversary by holding a Centennial Gala tickets are $125 and all are welcome.  February 12, 2012.

British Columbia & Yukon – Nancy Simms reported they are working on a program to offer mental first aid.  They have a program called WOW Wonderful Outstanding Women.  One member presents videos set to music on human trafficking to high school students.  She has presented it 9 times.  They are offering members a 90 minute workshop called ‘You Are the League’.  This is the 9th year in a row that BC has had an increase in membership and has added 5 new councils.  They have 1 campus council and are working on a second at the University of Victoria.
Manitoba – Jacqueline Nogier reported that Dr. Nuala Kenney spoke about the women’s role in the church and the crisis in the church.  They submitted 4 resolutions.  Three life members died in the past year.
Military Ordinariate – Barbara Thuen reported they consist of 14 councils with 300 members.  The teleconference and never meet in person.  This year they will be meeting in person and are calling the program ‘operation common ground’.  They will do a policy review and participate in a retreat.

New Brunswick – Joyce Green – you’ve heard it all.

Newfoundland – Ludwina Critch said they are proud to have submitted a resolution on Energy Drinks.  They are concerned with affordable housing and health care.

Nova Scotia – Mary MacDonald says they will begin a campaign to honor the 1st national president Marguerite Burns by starting a collection of $.25 a week; it works out to be $13.00 a year with a membership of 5000 it will total $65,000.  This of course is a voluntary contribution.  She challenges the other provinces to recognize the work of others.  In June the Diocese of Yarmouth will join the Archdiocese of Halifax.
Ontario – Marlene Proletic is twinned with Jamaica CWL council.  They are experiencing privacy issues.  They have 54,000 members.  Their provincial officers met with government and entertained them at a meet and greet.  100 attended.  Lost 2 past provincial presidents.  

Prince Edward Island – Zita Cameron had addiction and mental health speakers and Dr. Nuala Kenney spoke at their provincial convention.  Members walked the Canada Trail to bring awareness of poverty.  Members were offered a day of reflection.
Quebec – Janet McLean will be holding workshops to encourage members to accept leadership roles.  They are disbanding diocesan councils, parish councils will work directly with the provincial council.  They hold breakfast clubs. The only native women’s shelter in Quebec lost its funding.
Saskatchewan – Tillie Aessie reported that Father Ed Haggan and Vivian Bosch are co-presenting ‘Today I’m Going to Try to Change the World’.  Let’s see what we can do to change the world.  One member who winters in Mexico started a program Children at the Dump.  They offer food and support to the children. 

National President’s Report- Velma Harasen attended 6 diocesan and 9 provincial conventions.  Two highlights of her year were a taxi came at 4 am and waited to pick her up at her neighbor’s house and she shared a hotel room with 2 spiritual advisors.  (both female)  She was very excited with the response to Women Against Poverty, we are women helping women.  Some of the activities were given a name i.e. ‘Brother can you spare a dime?’- a member sat on the sidewalk and begged, another was called ‘Fill the Cupboard’, restore furniture, sell raffle tickets to raise funds.   Councils report Crowning of Mary services, name an award after an exemplary member (I thought of Margaret Reid or Christine Harper or Ann Doucet or Gertrude Nowlan), Christmas in July.  The resolutions, legislation chairpersons and Velma met with government.  MP’s want to meet more frequently.  Euthanasia is again an issue. It’s been a busy year, but she is enjoying her time as national president and visiting the grass roots councils.  
We are happy to be 2 of the diocesan councils that she visited in 2011.  We are looking forward to welcoming Velma to our 65th provincial convention in Moncton June 8. 9, and 10.  

Kim Scammell Executive Director reported that the Winnipeg office was closed for awhile due to a fire in the building.  There was no inventory lost, but it is not assessable until the repairs are done to the building.  She was working on the ‘Catch the Fire’ workshop when the fire occurred.  She felt that was a little too literal.  Fortunately, no one was hurt the office was closed at the time of the fire.

Anne Gorman Resolutions Chairperson did a great job of going over the resolution process.  She said the focus would be on the content of the resolution not the wording.  The change in amendment process was explained.  She is to be congratulated, since the resolutions moved smoothly and passed in a timely manner.  There were 17 resolutions submitted and 5 brought to the floor.  Three to Education and Health, 2 to provincial presidents and 3 for information only.  Four were not recommended and returned to councils for more work.  Margaret McCallum will give a complete report.
Spiritual Development – Margaret Anne Jacobs change our hearts, change our minds, change our world.  We collected $28,637 for the Catholic Missions.  Margaret worked very hard on the liturgies and we were spiritually uplifted during the convention.

Organization – Betty Anne Brown-Davidson as in fairy tales, mirrors do not lie – reality is reality.  Look at yourself and your council you love Jesus and the mirror reflects Him, He is the oasis of peace, love and justice. We are called to be ardent, reporters of Christ, mirror Christ in the world today.  Mirror or sun hits a pile of brush ignites a spark.  National office sent out 3 workshops with permission of the writers.  Share the wealth, pick one, do leadership training.  The National Development Fund is ear marked for leadership training.  On-line membership application is being welcomed by councils. Next year 2012 national treasurer will give $250 to the 1st 2 councils who submit 50%of per capita fees electronically and snail mail.  The money will be designated for those councils’ projects on Women Against Poverty.  May you continue to be a presence for Jesus in the world.
Christian Family Life – Peggy Roche – not well undergoing tests-  Mary Nordick read her report – encourage families to get back to the basics of prayer.  $10,848.27 collected for Pro Life purpose in Voluntary Fund.  Discussion followed:  there is no Canadian pro-life group so it was suggested that the money be sent to the Horn of Africa where people are dying of starvation daily.  This motion was defeated.  The alternative was to return the money to the provinces that sent in money and to be donated to Birthright in the respective provinces.

Education & Health – Pearl Bridgewater encourages us to write our MPs, take control of our own health, and take responsibility for educating yourself.  She passed out a course ‘In the Pews’ (yellow paper) which is eligible for national bursary.  Any course taken must be offered in Canada in order to be eligible.  $28,040.96 was sent in to Coady Voluntary Fund.  Ontario designates September 10 as Suicide Prevention Day.

Communications – Mary Nordick brought to our attention an ad that appeared in the National Post the end of June-empowering women.  We have opportunities to stay informed and ask questions at conventions, by emails, on the web site, read the League Magazine, Be League is member driven.  Salt & Light, Catholic Register, our own New Freeman keeps us updated.  Support these efforts.  Women Against Poverty (WAP), Change for Change, challenge how to go about changing the causes of poverty-resolutions effect change.  Bishop Crosby says ‘rejoice in God and in one another.
Resolutions – Anne Marie Gorman says our resolutions are our faith in action; it is a service to God.  You can help too, by writing to your MPs.  Because of our resolution on Crysotile Asbestos there is a lot of activity.  Monitor letters written (if you write, report your activity in your annual report-state the number of letters written)
Laws – Danielle McNeill-Hessian reports this has been a quiet year for her; she does not feel over worked.  Safeguard your important documents.  Judy Cumming archivist in Ottawa.  Create or review information.  If you are not sure ask Kim why you should keep these documents.  They may seem irrelevant.  At times we need an attitude adjustment.  Go boldly forward.

Legislation – Teri Scott says legislation is about love.  She has looked at mandatory minimum sentences, ending the long gun registry, crime has been slower.  Bill C4 Prevent human smugglers from abusing the trafficking law.  Scrap the wheat board; private members bill C268 passed in 2010.  Joy Smith MP CITA wants government to control spending; it’s our money.

National Spiritual Advisor – Archbishop Martin Currie said at the spiritual advisor lunch the priests attending are very positive, appreciate the help given in the parishes by CWL.  The women fill positions, have a gift for bringing people together, stressed the importance of resolutions, a group of nearly 100,000 women are a force to be reckoned with; he like our structure, sees good communication.  Priests who are not well feel the well of support when they receive cards and calls.  When Father Bradbury was ill, he received so many cards; the post master thought he must be someone important.  We give a feminine face to the church.  Women have a reason to be angry; if they ever begin speaking with their feet the church would collapse.  Partner with your priest to introduce the New Roman Missal to parish.  Take positive approach at the beginning of the year, sit down with the priest, let him know you would like him to come to your meetings, ask him to speak on topics of interest.  If your pastor is new to the League, make an appointment and let him know what CWL is all about.  Make it a positive welcome!  It goes a long way to promote healing.  We need to have acceptance and respect each other.  Look for a generous spirit.  Recycle.  Bring gifts and talents.  Older members mentor younger members.  How do you tell your story?  Protocols are being implemented in parishes.  How do we get grass roots members to attend conventions; we might try building in funding (i.e. maybe 10% of fund raisers could go to sending members to conventions or days of reflection)
International Relations – Velma Harasen says we are ‘love in action’; we are ‘women in action’.  There are increased opportunities.  In 2005 a fund was set up to benefit WUCWO now each convention there is $9,176.28 in aid to offset costs and bring delegates.  We offered 2 nominees for a position on the UN Status of Women, but they were not accepted.

Since our efforts to send money to the Horn of Africa a voluntary fund was started at the convention; by the end of 2 days there was almost $5,000 which will be matched by the government.

It was an excellent convention, liturgies were very thought provoking and spiritually uplifting.  As always it was good to have Father Stan sitting among the delegates; I feel his support and it helps.  I can tell he is listening because he asks questions and makes comments.  There was interest in our first ever Spiritual Advisor Workshop.  The gauntlet was thrown down at the 2010 national convention and we responded.  

I did not read the entire report and will be placing it on the NB web site if you wish to read it.
This concludes my report,

Joyce Green

NB Provincial President

