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COMMUNIQUE NUMBER TWO

Greetings, Diocesan Resolutions Chairpersons and Diocesan Presidents
Summer is drawing to a close and Fall is upon us – that wonderful season of colour.  Fall is also a time of transition and harvest.  An appropriate time for our CWL Councils throughout the province to be making the transition toward active Resolutions Committees, and to reap the benefits of discussion, brainstorming and the exchange of ideas.   I am confident our members have many issues that are worthy of research and resolutions.   Now is the time to Harvest those ideas.

I was delighted to read from our CWL Website (www.cwl.ca) that our National Convention passed four Resolutions:

2011.01 Prohibition of Practices re Human Reproductive Material [CFL]  

2011.02 Children of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women [CL] 

2011.03 National Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation Registry [EH]
2011.04 Caffeine in Energy Drinks [EH]
The process for this to happen starts at our Parish Council level where the issues are brought forward, and the seed is planted.   Throughout the process, we nourish this seed by our research and discussion until the Resolution is mature and ready to harvest.   The resolution then moves through the process of seeking acceptance at the applicable Diocesan and Provincial levels and finally at National level.  A Resolution to be presented at National convention, is first presented at the Resolutions Dialogue.
At our Toronto convention this year, Bonnie Brennan reported that all 21 tables at the resolutions dialogue were lively centers of ideas and questions. Delegates deepened their knowledge of each topic and shared a variety of viewpoints. This dialogue session helps to clarify the submitted resolutions before presentation for debate on the floor of the convention to expedite and enhance the process of adoption.

Our website news on 2011 National Convention wrote:

Anne-Marie Gorman explained
that resolutions are honed to be “the very best gifts to the
organization” by careful study, review and discussion.  Seventeen resolutions were received this year and two were redirected for focus at the provincial level, three were forwarded for study by the education and health standing committee, three were received for information only, four were not recommended but returned for further study and possible resubmission. Five will be presented to the national council for consideration.

Of the five resolutions presented, the following four were passed:
2011.01 Prohibition of Practices re Human Reproductive Material
Submitted by B.C. & Yukon Provincial Council
Whereas, The Assisted Human Reproduction Act imposes only selective regulations for the practices of alteration, manipulation and treatment of human reproductive material; and

Whereas, The Supreme Court of Canada noted that parliament could have prohibited absolutely the practices of alteration, manipulation and treatment of human reproductive material; and

Whereas, Manipulation and mistreatment of human reproductive material may result in the destruction of human embryos; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the national council of The Catholic Women's League of Canada in 91 st annual national convention assembled urge the federal government to prohibit absolutely practices of alteration, manipulation and treatment of human reproductive material that result in the destruction of human embryos.
2011.02 Children of Missing and Murdered Aboriginal Women Submitted by Manitoba Provincial Council  
Whereas, Aboriginal children, including children of missing and murdered aboriginal women, are disadvantaged compared to other children; and

Whereas, The families and community members of missing and murdered aboriginal women who assist with child care or child rearing would benefit from specialized support programs and social services; and

Whereas, The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child states that children and families are entitled to special care and assistance; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the national council of The Catholic Women's League of Canada in 91 st annual national convention assembled urge the federal government to extend support programs and services nationwide

•  for children of missing and murdered aboriginal women

•  for families and community members who become their caregivers

in keeping with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child ; and be it further

Resolved, That the national council of The Catholic Women's League of Canada in 91 st annual national convention assembled encourage provincial councils to urge their provincial and territorial governments to provide and/or extend support services for children and families of missing and murdered aboriginal women in keeping with the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.
2011.03 National Organ and Tissue Donation and Transplantation Registry Submitted by the Nova Scotia Provincial Council  
Whereas, Canada does not have a national organ and tissue donation and transplantation registry; and

Whereas, A national registry with a comprehensive database could make information about organs and tissues available for donation throughout Canada ensuring that more Canadians receive the organs and tissues they urgently need; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the national council of The Catholic Women's League of Canada in 91 st annual national convention assembled urge the federal government to establish and implement a national organ and tissue donation and transplantation registry.
2011.04 Caffeine in Energy Drinks
Submitted by Newfoundland and Labrador Provincial Council  
Whereas, The caffeine content of energy drinks poses serious health risks to children and adolescents; and

Whereas, Energy drinks do not have adequate warning labels for all the additives that contain caffeine; therefore, be it

Resolved, That the national council of The Catholic Women's League of Canada in 91 st annual national convention assembled urge the federal government

•  to engage in a program of public education focusing on the harmful effects that caffeine in energy drinks has on children and adolescents; and

•  to make it mandatory for manufacturers to clearly label the total amount of caffeine from all sources in energy drinks.
As noted in a Resolutions workshop:   Of course the resolution process does not end once the resolution is passed – government meetings are planned, letters are written, the action plan needs to be implemented which is the responsibility of every member of the League! Without each of you taking the necessary action needed the resolution is only words on paper!
In her 3rd Communique in March of 2011, our National Resolutions Chair, Anne Marie Gorman wrote:

Women Against Poverty  It is not too early to consider the issues that will translate into resolutions Centred on Faith & Justice. Each province has chosen a focus related to poverty. It is anticipated that the resolutions adopted at the parish, diocesan and provincial levels later this year will urge governments at the appropriate levels to take action. If the League is to eliminate poverty from Canada, resolutions will help focus that direction.

Unresolved Resolutions  There are resolutions that continue to be unresolved. These are just some that still require action, including letters to members of parliament and federal ministries. They include:

2010.01 Chrysotile Asbestos

2010.02 Income Tax Credit for Participation of Children in Arts and Cultural Activities

2009.01 Exit Strategies for Prostituted Persons

2009.02 Protection and Support Services for Foreign Victims of Human Trafficking

2008.02 Restrictions on the Sale of Products Containing Triclosan

2007.03 Hospice Palliative Care: An Integral Component of the Canadian Health Care System

2006.05 GST Exemption on Funeral Services

2004.02 Children Living in Poverty

Many of these resolutions can be addressed through Women Against Poverty.
As our National President, Velma Harasen wrote in January:

Traditionally, this is a time for resolutions and what we are giving up.  Rather than focusing on what we will not do, let’s consider what we will do! Decide what each of us can do to make our parish, our council, our community, our world a better place. Let’s put our trust in Jesus – He didn’t come to us because of our strengths; He came because of our weaknesses.

As I have stated so many times - Have you considered hosting a Resolutions Workshop in your Diocese?  I would be happy to help you out either with Resource Materials or as a Presenter.   
Let us pray that our members cultivate a new awareness of the need for active Resolutions Committees at every level.
Blessings and hugs,

Margaret McCallum

Provincial Resolutions Chairperson
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