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Re:  Report from the National Fall Executive Meeting

Hello to all,

I hope you are getting in the Spirit of Christmas, Advent is upon us and the days are numbered until we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

We had a very productive meeting in Winnipeg.  This is the first opportunity I had to visit the head office; it is especially nice to put names and faces together and have a picture in my head of where everyone works and sits in the office.

One of the most important things we did during this meeting was to ‘brainstorm’ regarding the development of our new theme ‘Centred on Faith and Justice’.  Velma National President would like to see a provincial focus, a standing committee focus, a national focus and an international focus.  The main idea that came out of the discussions was ‘poverty’.  This is a very large umbrella.  I have placed the form in the New Brunswick Newsletter and hope that you will encourage the parish councils to discuss these ideas and forward them to the diocesan presidents whom I plan to be in touch with by telephone in mid February.  We would like to forward our ideas to national in time for the Spring Issue of the League Magazine.  That deadline is February 28, 2011.  We would like to do an activity on April 26 as a Day of Action:  Women Against Poverty all across New Brunswick and Canada.  I know that many of you do very worthwhile activities to help the poor and I am not suggesting you stop, but would like to work at developing something we could all do together but separately in our own communities.  I envision councils carrying on with regular activities on April 26, such as, Mass, pot lucks, award presentation or whatever you do in your council, but to incorporate this special Day of Action activity.  As the executive I know you attend parish council meetings as well and hope you will be a positive influence in these discussions.  Thank you for your anticipated co-operation.

As a national body, we have voted to support the Dignity for All Campaign.  National is working toward placing a link on the national web site to the web site of Dignity for All. Please be watching for this link.
Pearl Bridgewater Education and Health spoke about the Mater Care Voluntary Fund.  She suggests we consider paying directly to Mater Care so that when it is time to discontinue this voluntary fund, we will be ready.

There was a Spiritual Advisor Workshop at the national convention and here are some suggestions from those discussions:  1. We are asked to be hospitable and welcoming to our new spiritual advisor, 2. To increase education and training, 3. Give encouragement, 4. Be clear on the needs of the League, 5. Some parishes do not want a CWL, if the priest wanted a CWL there would be one.  
Mary Nordic Communications is concerned about the use of the e-Newsletter ‘Be League’.  I sent out a Survey in the New Brunswick Newsletter and hope all the parish councils will return it to me.  You could be helpful in reminding them to do this survey.  Thank you.

Instead of throwing out any material that has ‘Women of Peace and Hope’ rework the heading and use the new theme ‘Centered on Faith and Justice.  The material is still relevant and useful.  There was reference made to the program “Project Grow’; it was suggested that we could name a new program ‘All Grown Up’.  Fran Lucas is looking at a pod cast, utube, twitter, video tape a workshop and send it out to everyone.  We all do things wrong.  There is a mini cheat sheet for Robert’s Rules.

There was a discussion re ‘archdiocesan and diocesan councils’.  There is only one designation and that is ‘diocesan councils’.

Anne Gorman and Terri Scott are preparing for the government meetings in Ottawa November 28 – December 2.

The WUCWO reports from Velma, Danielle and Betty Anne are on the http://www.cwl.nb.ca web site under ‘Other Reports’.  They are very interesting and I hope you will find time to read them.
Archbishop Martin Currie says that ‘if we eat bread it becomes part of us.  When we eat the Eucharist we become a part of Jesus Christ.’  We have to say things the right way.  We must learn the language of Evangelization.  We have to catch the passion (fire) – we have to find a way to bring the young people in. learn how to tap into their raw energy.

Archbishop Currie presented a workshop on the New Roman Missal.  The language will revert to the original Latin translation.  In the first 500 years Christianity grew in the Mediterranean; the next 500 years – vestures; next 500 years – Medieval rich; next 500 years – pass the baton, church of the laity, listen to the laity.  Now we are in a period of purification a renewal from the grassroots up.

I will be sending this report out by email to all the executive and also posting it on our NB website.

Wishing you a Merry Christmas and A Happy, Healthy New Year!

Joyce Green, NB Provincial President

