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COMMUNIQUE NUMBER ONE


Greetings, Diocesan Resolutions Chairpersons.    I am the new Provincial Resolutions Chairperson, having accepted the appointment by our new Provincial President, Joyce Green, at our Provincial Convention this past June.   As you can see I live in Woodstock, New Brunswick.   I have been a member of St. Gertrude’s Parish Council of the Catholic Women’s League for 23 years and I have served on Saint John Diocesan Council since 1998, presently as Diocesan Past President.   This will be my first term as a Provincial Council Chairperson, and I expect the Resolutions Portfolio to provide me with many learning opportunities.


Since my appointment in June, I have spent a considerable amount of time familiarizing myself with the information available to me.   Our National Resolutions Chairperson , Barbara Dowding included the following information in her April  Communique:

“Resolution Committees  Chairpersons for resolutions need to carefully prepare for conventions and resolutions committees. Please remember to use the newly revised Checklist for Reviewing Proposed Resolutions. The complete revision of Appendix 1 is included in the 2010 updates which were mailed to all parish councils on April 12th. This information can also be found in the Resolutions Supplement to the Executive Handbook, 2010.”

In her Oral Report at National Convention, Barbara (the now outgoing Chair of Resolutions) inspires us to work on Resolutions and to be persistent in keeping governments aware of past Resolutions.  In her Report she notes:

Resolutions should provide our members with guidance, direction and the relevant education to live the gospel message and advance the kingdom. Issues rise up from the grassroots and become a national focus. Over the years our resolutions have raised awareness and prompted individual member action on health issues which affect all Canadians, prompted individual and collective action to prevent violence, and promoted support for voluntary funds and so much more! 

With Fall approaching, our Councils will soon be meeting again on a regular basis.   This is the time to encourage and excite our members to take action on Resolutions.    Have you considered hosting a Resolutions Workshop in your Diocese?  I would be happy to help you out either with Resource Materials or as a Presenter.   The Resolutions Supplement to the Executive Handbook is available from our National Office.   You can order a copy or download a copy online.   Quoted below is some of the information in this Supplement that may help your Councils to get started:


What is a resolution?

A resolution, like a motion, is a proposal that introduces new business to the assembly. The new business is introduced in the form of a resolution because of its formality, its length or its complexity. The rules that apply to resolutions are the same as those that apply to motions, i.e. seconded, debated, passed by a majority vote and all secondary motions can be applied to them. (National Manual of Policy and Procedure)

What is the direction and purpose of a resolution?

A resolution may be directed to the League itself at any level, or it may be directed to outside groups or institutions, such as the government, the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops, businesses, etc.

When directed within the League, its purpose is to propose a plan, establish a policy, recommend action, commend, censure, thank, etc. When directed to a group outside the League, its purpose is to influence others to take action that the League itself cannot take, to state the League’s position on an issue, to petition, to express concern, to show appreciation, etc. (National Manual of Policy and Procedure)

What is the League’s history of resolutions?

Resolutions and follow-up actions have been a major part of League work since its inception. At the 1922 national convention, members were exhorted to “take up some work of a national character that affects into the life of the whole country.” Since then, the objects of the League have been the cornerstone for the resolutions process.

How can I encourage member participation?

Resolutions workshops at every level should be a regular event. At the parish level, studying and discussing resolutions is an educational experience.
At our Provincial Convention in June, two Resolutions were passed and presented to the National Resolutions Committee.  One of our Provincial resolutions, “2010.01 Addition of Chrysotile Asbestos to Rotterdam Convention List” was combined with a Resolution from Saskatchewan (Ban Chrysotile Asbestos) and presented to the annual national convention.  It was eventually passed at National Convention in Ottawa earlier this month.  
Our other Provincial Resolution “Prescribing Statin Drugs to Children and Youth” was returned to us citing  - limited source materials, deliberations deferred pending more information.  This Resolution continues to be a work in progress and I am sure we will see it returned to our attention in the future.
I am excited to report to you that Anne Gorman from New Brunswick has been elected National Chairperson of Resolutions and I am delighted to attach a copy of Anne’s first Communique, along with copies of the two Resolutions passed at National Convention.
As the year unfolds, I look forward to hearing from you and  hopefully working with you,   In closing I quote from our National Manual of Policy and Procedure:

May you receive the wisdom and understanding of the Holy Spirit, and may Our Lady of Good Council guide your service “For God and Canada”.

Blessings and hugs,

Margaret McCallum

Provincial Resolutions Chairperson
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