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Dear Sisters:
 

First of all I wish to thank you for placing me in this position as Provincial Chair of Legislation.  It is a very exciting office, whereby I monitor for your Council's information, the many issues brought before our Canadian Parliament, in Ottawa, that influence and certainly impact our lives as Catholics. Such information is, according to my mandate, the subjects of my regular reports. So, it is vital, according to my constituted duty, that I send out the reports to keep you abreast of what is occurring that could become law. 

As you are aware, most of what I report, is current and besides  providing our Councils with the important information to educate us all on the background of the subject ,such information can become the subject of our CWL Resolutions. So my job is two-fold:
    (a) To send my current reports that focus on Government action or lack of it on a regular basis to all of the members.  
    (b)  To summerize the reports into a communique, that according to the Council's tradition, should be at least twice a year to Council Presidents and forwarded on to the Chair of Legislature.
 

As Provincial Legislation chair my focus is: to promote through my communiqués, ways to focus on the League’s need to be aware of, have knowledge of, and understanding of, the various important issues of legislation that go before the government at the provincial and national levels.
The convenor ship of Legislation according to the constitution is to monitor legislation at all levels of Government.  Because Parliament is open right now the convenor of legislation is to keep abreast of what is going on what is of interest and or challenge to Christian values. Poignantly as such legislation is monitored by the chair person of legislation and it is her duty to keep the members up to date on these issues. It is also her duty to encourage members to be involved in goings on in our government. My challenge is to keep it interesting enough and easy enough to encourage member participation as it happens. Often the biggest hurdle to getting support from members is just that they don't know how they can help or it seems overwhelming or too much work.  By sending out my email communiqués I am able to offer members easy ways to get involved immediately, when it is happening and when it would have the most impact on our community and country. Legislation is perhaps one of the busiest convenor ships all because there is so much legislation to be aware of, and the chair is responsible to connect to the members and encourage them to connect to their government.

My efforts have been combined to assist League members to grasp how important it is to actively participate in those issues that compromise the teachings of the Church.

Growing edge:  To continue to encourage members to participate in the agendas as well as the important issues that go before Parliament.  Some members are quite content to rely on others to study the issues, while others is seems, feel that they are not interested or too busy to connect to governmental affairs. The growing edge for all of us connected to being the Chair or Legislation in our Province is to change this attitude. A break-through can occur when it is pointed out to members that some of the issues will impact their livelihood/ by way of taxation or new policies of political nature that interfere with the integrity of our Christian values and our Christian witness.

On a personal basis, this converorship has increased my own knowledge and understanding of how vital it is to be aware of the political process by which legislation is proposed at its earliest stage and then brought to the floor for debate and finally voted on.  If the vote is positive, we need to re-set our perceptual lens and find out what it will mean to us on a personal basis.

Too often it can become second nature to have all of the habits we developed earlier regarding our connection to governmental issues become the standard by which we vote or take action in our political life as Canadians.  However, when the status quo becomes our standard of viewing the issues that impact our lives, we can miss the signs of an invading tide of change that we may not at all be prepared to live by, especially when we are impacted by what it means to be “politically correct.”
That is why we need to add a “pinch” of mindfulness to what is rapidly changing around us and to be in step with remembering how we wish to live in a country, province and community that guarantees our freedom to pursue a livelihood that taps our strengths and doesn’t sap us into mediocrity.

Please go to our National CWL website and view our National CWL Legislation Chair – Terri Scott’s 1st Communiqué. www.cwl.ca/index/legislation/legcomm1.htm.  Here is part of Terri Scott’s report:

New Resolution 2010.02 Income Tax Credit for Children's Participation in Arts and Cultural Activities 
Children are our future and we wish them to be well-rounded citizens who are proficient and knowledgeable, not only in scholastic achievements but also in the arts and cultural activities. Sometimes this is only a dream to families who are financially challenged, even if a child is interested in developing his/her creative abilities. An income tax credit may tip the budget to allow for an added incentive for extra-curricular activities. This resolution “urges the federal government to implement a tax credit for children's participation in arts and cultural activities equal to the tax credit available for fitness activities.” Encouraging members to write letters to their local members of parliament (MP) would inform them of this important resolution and hopefully an income tax credit would be implemented within the next year or two. 

Three Points of Interest 
Petition 
This is a petition for MP Libby Davies (Vancouver East) Bill C-304, An Act to ensure secure, adequate, accessible and affordable housing for Canadians. I encourage you to monitor this bill and to refer to her Web site listed below for petition information. Hopefully adequate, accessible and affordable housing will be available for all Canadians who are in need. 

Bill C-545 
Bill C-545 An Act to Eliminate Poverty in Canada put forward by MP Tony Martin (Sault Ste. Marie) “directs the federal government to consultatively develop a federal poverty elimination strategy, creates a new, independent Poverty Commissioner to monitor progress of the strategy, and provides a stronger advisory role for the National Council of Welfare, to be renamed the National Council of Poverty and Social Inclusion”. 

Both the petition and Bill C-545 go hand in hand to help the poor and are worth members' attention. 

Gun Control 
Statistics show that more domestic violence is caused by long guns than any other gun; therefore this issue continues to be of grave concern in the House of Commons, particularly this week. Fortunately MP Candice Hoeppner's (Portage-Lisgar) intent to eliminate the long-gun registry did not pass by a narrow margin of 153-151. Vigilance is still required as the government vowed to continue its efforts to abolish the registry. 

Note: If you would like to be added to my weekly email communiqués that offer simple ways to get involved and keep abreast of what is happening in Government right now, please email me at: p.brysonweaver@gmail.com. 

(Please offer my email address to any family, friends and sisters in the League that you feel would like to receive the email communiqués.)

May the peace of Our Lord and the guidance of Our Lady of Good Counsel be with us as we continue our League journey together.
You’re Sister in the League,
Respectfully Submitted, Pamela Bryson-Weaver

Saint John Provincial Legislation Chairperson 

