WUCWO Centenary Assembly

It was a privilege to attend this meeting with 31 Canadians among the women from 60 countries. It was an excellent bonding opportunity for us because generally, all the Canadians were billeted at the same hotel and each day we had to walk uphill over the cobblestone streets to get to the meeting sessions.


The sights and sounds of Jerusalem were astounding: people hustling dressed in long Arab garbs, orthodox Jewish curls and top hats, children gong off to school with backpacks and tourists from many lands; the rush of traffic in a big city, the Angelus bells 3 times a day, the minarets’ drone five times a day, the laughter of children, the hawking of merchants, the chatter of birds and yet absolute silence in some of the inner courtyards. 

The food was healthy and good; the sacred sites were packed with tourists. It was difficult to be prayerful at these revered sites. 

Agnes Bedard had invited the Canadians to bring school supplies for the children in Bethlehem. We did so and presented them to grateful teachers one Sunday morning before attending Mass in Arabic at the church right next door to the Nativity Church. It was wonderful to attend a Mass packed with young families, all with very dark hair, at which the children played a major role: they were altar severs, choir, readers and they even took up the collection!  Family is the hope of these people. Christians are in such a minority in the Holy Land, we certainly felt their sense of hope, sticking together  and struggle in spite of all odds. 

The 10’ high concrete wall with checkpoints manned by machine gun wielding guards that divides the West Bank from the rest of Israel wiggles 710 kms across their land. There are 550,000 Jews, 490,000 Arabs and only 10,000 Christian citizens in the Holy Land. Always, by clergy and lay people, we were beseeched to pray for the Christian churches, the “living stones” of the church in the Holy Land, these are very difficult times. 

To help: Caritas Baby Hospital Bethlehem: http://www.childrens-relief-bethlehem.org.uk/en/
**************************************************

At the assembly, the delegates from Africa were in the majority with their colourful costumes from their different countries. They were full of joy and were inveterate shoppers. It was amazing to sit and speak with women from England, Philippines, USA, Japan, Cameroon, Switzerland, France, Tonga, India, Hungary, Denmark…and realize that we all had things in common. The sessions worked in French, Spanish and English, with individual translation sets. It felt like a mini-UN!

We gathered under the theme: You Will Be My Witnesses (Acts 1:8) and most speakers reminded us that by staying close to God, the Holy Spirit will give us His spirit and grace to live and be Christ for others in our homelands. Our unity as catholic women is a powerful sign of the mission of the church in the world today

Since 1910, independent Leagues of Catholic women have met around the world to:

· Maintain their faith

· Defend religious liberties

· Organize catholic action

The Holy Father expressed his gratitude for the witness and work by members of WUCWO over the last 100 years, “enriching the church with feminine holiness” as they contributed to the church’s mission at local, national and international levels. 

Ludmila Grygiel: a Polish women who has worked on Marriage & Family life in Rome reiterated the Holy See’s thoughts from Mulieris Dignitatem: that the feminine and masculine are complimentary to each other and integral to humanity in all its totality. A person always exists as either a male or a female. We cannot ignore this duality from creation. To give of oneself and to receive from the other is the original identity of the human person, to love and to be loved.  The human person’s name is love; one always yearns to enter into communion with another person. The communion of man & woman based on freedom and the subjectivity of each other, by which each can be fully themselves, is the strongest possible union. 


Maternity is the outstanding characteristic of women; this includes spiritual maternity, which is important to the truthfulness of love. It is the manifestation of the sincere gift of self to another, a total giving, more so even than spousal love. The child is welcomed as a whole human being, loved even before it is born. Maternal love always aims at the eternal future thus embracing both here and now as well as the future. 

Florence Gillet: was a French theologian who spoke on Mary: A Testimony of God’s Love, yesterday and today. She looked at Mary’s portrait n the bible and Mary in the church today. 


Mary witnessed with joy in her heart. Mary’s relationship with God was compared to Abraham’s relationship with God. Mary was invited to a choice, Abraham was not. Mary lived in transparency, totally open to God and thus, to all humanity. 


Abraham obeyed in faith to sacrifice his son; Mary had a higher level of faith and a higher cost. God gave Mary all his love; Mary in return gave all herself to God.  Mary expressed her joy in the Magnificat. She had the important role of educating her Son in his faith, and yet, her Son also educated her. All this faith leads to the cross; more so than Abraham, Mary went all the way. 

The cross is the biggest level of God’s love to mankind, the place where Jesus said yes to humanity. Mary stood there at the foot of the cross as the compassion of God invaded by the passion God. This became the transformation of suffering, not the last word. 

In the Church, Mary is our sister, she is the link to humbly work toward peace. The human constellation that surrounded Jesus in his life continues in the church today by the Holy Spirit. “I will be with you to the end of time”. Mary was more fundamental than Peter. By saying yes, she is the mother of our faith, she showed that nothing was impossible with God, we can live for our brothers & sisters, we can open out hearts to suffering and make a spiritual team. Each of us an rejoice because God wants to see Mary in us.  in our yes to him, our love at the cross and in our faithfulness to His church. 

Christine de Vollmer: The essence behind all virtues is purity.  Mother Teresa implored Mary to help show that love exists where there is purity. There is an urgent need for purity in the social sciences; in today’s world, girls and boys are not trained in purity, It is the #1 cause of family breakdown, which in turn, causes poverty in the world.  Only a pure heart can be given totally.  Virtue is the heart’s longing in spite of immorality, corruption and lawlessness.  Every human being knows virtue when he sees it and desires to possess it.  Alive for the World is a program she has developed as a non-profit endeavour offered to all countries for adaptation. 

Margaret Peeters says that Africa has a prophetic mission because God seems to have imparted to Africa a sense of humanity, family. Globalization is not just economic; it is cultural, and it is making inroads everywhere. We were warned to be cautious with it. There is a new language at UN conferences. It is from a secular background, this secular ethic is no longer Judeo-Christian. Our Christian identity is at stake if we allow ourselves to be seduced. 

Ana Cristina Villa de Betancourt, spoke to us about Jesus meeting 3 women in the Bible, how they followed him, how they became his witnesses.  He overcame to the norms of his time in history and met with women with tenderness. Thus, our hearts burn in front of Him when he calls us today. Listen to His voice. How is He calling me? How does he want me to follow Him?  

The women did no leave Jesus in His last hours. Women were the first to find the tomb empty, they were the first to hear that he was not there, women became his first witnesses. The speaker elaborated on conversation, the interaction between The Samaritan woman at the well, Martha & Mary as well as Mary of Magdella at His resurrection.

When Mary was washing the feet of Jesus and anointing them with costly oil, she was foreshadowing his death. The strong perfume of the oil filled the house; it shows how the gospel of love fills the world. Mary was not interested in the reaction of the others, she prefers to stay quiet and talk with gestures. There is a place for both Martha and Mary attitudes in the church, true heart & sincerity. Both sisters are models for us. 

Mary of Magdella had a special role, She most loved Jesus because he had relieved her of 7 devils we are told.  Her meeting with Jesus in the garden is like a meeting between 2 people who love each other. He sends her on a mission, she rushes to his followers. 

WUCWO Priorities: Love in Action: with the particulars of work to be determined by the different regions: fight poverty, promote the education of women and fight human trafficking and the sexploitation of children

In 2012, will be the 50th anniversary of the opening of the Vatican Council, MariaGiovanna Ruggieri, the new President general of WUCWO (she speaks at least 4 languages)  has challenged us to do something to mark this anniversary.  

No country has yet offered to host the 2014 gathering of WCWO 

