WUCWO CENTENARY ASSEMBLY

The WUCWO Centenary Assembly was held in Jerusalem October 5th – 11th, 2010, consisting of study days, statutory assembly and visits to pilgrimage sites.  More than 60 countries were represented; 31 attended from Canada.  Danielle, Betty Anne and I were the official delegates, and we will attempt to give you a brief outline of our experience.  We celebrated the Eucharist daily, had regular spiritual reflections, multi-lingual rosary for peace, and the Way of the Cross on the Via Dolorosa. 
Daily spiritual reflections were led by Fr. GianMaria Polidoro, WUCWO Ecclesiastical Assistant.  Some thoughts he shared:

· We are prophets. To be prophet means to change mentality; every man or woman is our brother and sister.  If you do beautiful things, speak kindly to people, you will be prophets, people of love.

· Speak with humility; know that God is with us; love each other.

· Women have the great job of changing the world!

· We have to learn from others – different cultures, different customs, different religions.

· Try to understand the beauty God gave each of us, what is good in the world.

· So many nations here, but each has to see what is good in them and others, otherwise we lose everything.

· When you go back to your region, it is very important you bring back the goodness and fraternity you learned here.  Bring the positivity, kindness and goodness you experienced here.  “I learned to love from all of you.”

· Every region has history of its own, every region has problems, different problems; we have to know each other.

· Know the gospel and bring it to society and even the Church.  Promote the Word where you are. 

· The feminine way of working and thinking is different than the male.  We don’t have enough women working in the Church!

· You are a public organization.  Know how women can change society, how women can be the life of the Church.  Please don’t think about power; try to see how you can work and serve without power.  Try to be people in your country who can influence politics, change the mentality of economics.  Please do it!

· Without experience of God we cannot spread the Word of God to the world; He will give you the experience you need.  He is doing something in your heart; you are the prophets of God.

Speakers:
Marguerite Peeters – “How to be Christ’s witness in a globalized world”
(an acknowledged expert in the field of human rights, global cultural change; seeks to promote discernment in the light of perennial values, and explores the concrete possibilities for the positive alternative to postmodern radicalism.)

She touched on the death of the family, women’s liberation, the sexual revolution, children being treated as citizens and not left to be a child. We are now leaning to a God of science and technology.  Western decadence and secularization is the challenge the Church is confronted with.  New global language does not come from the Church.  Words like truth, charity, hope, family, motherhood, service, heart, sin, sacrifice, wisdom, joy, glory, beauty are hard to find in the language of the media.  We are facing a new global ethical system, rebelling against the order of God.  We have a role to play to get back to the civilization of love, a challenge facing WUCWO.  Everyone wants equal power at all levels; the framework is individualistic.  How can we be salt of the earth in this? Christ told us, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you.”  We are given power for a service of love.  Gender equality in practice negates the real reason of women.  Women of faith allow themselves to be secularized; the woman, mother, spouse turns into a mere citizen, destroying something in the heart of women.  
This new ethic must be taken seriously.  The main danger – secularize the faith of the believers.  How can we be salt of the earth?
Panel of Youth from the Focolare Movement
An international, inter-religious group of young people, Catholic, Muslim and Jewish

A Catholic girl studying the Jewish language in order to attend the Hebrew university spoke on learning how to get along with others.  She got to know people for who they are, and learned to see the human being inside the person.  Love is the only way to a peaceful society was her comment.

Jewish student spoke on discovering the differences, the experience of seeing others as friend and not enemy.

Another said she is a Christian and her religion teaches to love her enemies.

An Arab student attending a Jewish University tries to be friendly but many have bad ideas about Arabs.  She tries to learn about Jewish customs but, as an Arab, knows she may always have problems.
Christine Vollmer – “The importance of formation to be an efficient witness in today’s world”. (founder and president of the Alliance for the Family)

A witness is someone who lives a message and is willing to put her life on the line, and hand that witness to the next generation. History of family continue to flux at this time; what seemed to be faith has suffered by advancements in society.  Christians are being intimidated by seeming to judge.  Young people are unaware of the Good News.  Sex education is destroying concept of true family.  We must work to re-insert the true concept of family.  She spoke of new scientific knowledge re the emotional development of a baby – interaction of mother and baby, eye contact – imprinting on the baby’s brain to be well adjusted, well developed.  Mothers in constant contact are actually forming the child’s brain and causing sense of self for rest of child’s life.  Mother and child is not a family without the presence of a father’s commitment.  
Panel of Catholic Women from the Holy Land

Claudette Habesch: 

Your presence is a sign of hope for us! Palestinian Christians in the Holy Land will not loss hope; living in the Holy Land carries a big responsibility. She is with Caritas; work in the West Bank, medical centre in Gaza, specialized services for women, elderly services, leadership training, and education.  Over 600 volunteers serving over 35,000 families.  Drugs a great problem – do prevention work in schools, counseling with addicts.  Give small loans for people to start small businesses, job creation.  Aim is to give hope to the people.
Sr. Maria Grech:

Blessings and difficulties surround Bethlehem.  Unemployment, poverty, despair, violence, with many Christians leaving.  Operates a Centre to assist families, counseling, sessions with mothers, marriage preparation.  Renovating old houses provides work for unemployed men, help prevent families from begging.  Employs about 30, all supplies and workers are local, 296 houses renovated to date.

Hanadi Soudah-Younan:

Works at Bethlehem University; member of Legion of Mary, learned not to discriminate against other and learned to be active in Church.  Belonging to several associations of women, becoming a better believer by dialoguing with others.  Work at Bethlehem University is most important forming young minds.  God favored women – chose to be born of a woman, and women were first to learn of his resurrection.  Important to her to make sure her children don’t leave the country.  Being a Christian in the holy land is a privilege and a burden.  Like the women who left the sepulcher, we witness!
(additional speakers will be covered by Betty Anne and Danielle.  Full content of the presentations will be on the WUCWO web site)

Business Session

President General, Karen Hurley reported financial stability, registration of WUCWO in France, selection of Mary Queen of Peace as patron, new secretary-general and new office.  Challenges include reaching out to women who are not members, increasing the visibility of WUCWO and reducing expenses of board meetings.
Secretary General, Liliane Stevenson gave her report noting that WUCWO is the largest women’s organization in the world.  

Treasurer reported 491 in attendance.  U.S. Endowment Fund was established in 2008, now $136,913. in pledges.  Kim and Agnes reported on the Canadian Endowment Fund, showing assets of $833,757.  A cheque for over $18,000.00 was turned over to WUCWO.

International Representatives reported for:  United Nations, New York; UNESCO, Paris; United Nations, Geneva; FAO, Rome; Council of Europe, Strasbourg.  Request was made that WUCWO have representation at UN in Africa; referred to new board.  
Regional meetings were held to discuss and identify priorities that could be the focus of WUCWO for the next four years.  Poverty, literacy, education of women and assistance to the Holy Land were noted.
Amendments to the WUCWO Statutes and Bylaws were voted on, as well as 13 resolutions.  Canada had three votes.  Election of board members followed presentation of candidates.  Luba Kowalchyk of Edmonton was elected and will be our representative for the next four years.  The board then elected Maria Giovanna Ruggieri of Italy as the new President General for 2010-2014.  

Our own Agnes Bedard completed her term as Vice-President for North America.  She did a great job as the cantor/choirmaster for the liturgies and was always attentive to her delegates.  She has represented us extremely well over the past four years; a job well done!

